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Roads of Tramps (Saalik) in the novels of Moroccans travellers through 11-12 H
Prof: Ahmed Boussaid

Abstract

There were varied Maghreb pilgrimage routes during the Ottoman period, the
most frequently cited one in sources was a horizontal land route that was named as
"the road of tramps/Saalik" by many maghriban travellers, such us: the Sijilmassi Ibn
Abi mahali, in his first trip to pilgrimage in 1000 H / 1592 AD, Abu Salim Ayachi in
his way back from pilgrimage in the year of 1072 H/ 1661 AD, Abu Ali Aliossi in the
trip of 1095 AH / 1684, Ahmed bin Nasser Al Darie in the year of 1121 H/ 1709 AD,
and the Sijilmassi Abu Abbas al-Hilali in 1150 H / 1737 AD and others. That road
connected four countries of the Maghreb which are: Maghrib al-Aqsa( Farthest West),
Ayalat: Algiers, Tunis and West Tripoli. The reason for that label is not only the
natural rough paths. But also the large number of looting and attacks that the
Moroccan pilgrims were exposed to by tramps, thieves from the Bedouins (Arab
nomads), who resided close to the paths of the pilgrims, and by bandits/ muggers that
had their grip on those roads. As well as having another category of "pilgrims
tramps", who abstained from fulfilling their duties in the convoy, and rebelled against
the regulations and systems of the pilgrimage. And these latter (pilgrims tramps)
always found their places in the Maghriban pilgrimage convoys during that period.



This paper seeks to monitor the stations of that road, and show how they were, what
they included. And to extrapolate the views of well-known Moroccans travellers
about them. As well as to reveal the methods of attacks and looting by Bedouins
Tramps who dominated that track, what precautions and security measures were
made, and what efforts taken in order to ensure a safe Moroccan pilgrimage trip.

Key words: the pilgrimage route/road, tramps, pilgrims, Moroccan Travellers,
Cyrenaica region, the Maghreb, the stations.
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